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Abstract

Assignment and Direction on the
Constitutional Amendment in terms of
Decentralization

Woo-Yong, Choi
Professor, DONG-A University Law School

This thesis discussed the points that had not been fully reviewed while debating
decentralization currently established and other points requiring a further review in the course
of pursuing a constitutional amendment. For example, the author found the comparison of the
balanced regional development with the decentralization useful in establishing a conceptual
difference between the two, and proposed the possibility of using the term ‘local government’
and the possibility of changing the title from the local laws and regulations to the local law.
It was also pointed out that our Constitution is still under the influence of the Japanese

Constitution necessitating the escape from such influence.

Also three proposals were compared with each other, which had hitherto been presented as
an idea for a constitutional amendment focusing on decentralization, so that essentials were to
be included in discussing the constitutional amendment focusing on decentralization. The idea
was to plainly demonstrate a decentralized country pursuing local autonomy in the Constitution
that would stipulate the power of the local entity and the right to self-government, the type of
the local entities, local assembly's status and its role, defining the criteria for job assignment,

demonstrating the principle of subsidiarity, ensuring local finance autonomy, installing the
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Secondary State Council and the like. Such matters as described above are thought to be the

essentials for a constitutional amendment focusing on decentralization.

Matters of polarization, regional development imbalances and unification are the problems
faced by the people of this age, which somehow must be resolved. The author thinks that one
of the best ways to resolve these problems simultaneously will be a constitutional amendment
focusing on decentralization. Perhaps it was unavoidable for the country to experience
polarization and the regional development imbalance while passing through industrialization
and democratization to reach the present stage of development as seen today. However, these
problems should be resolved as soon as possible to keep them from preventing the national
development, and a constitutional amendment focusing on decentralization is thought to be a
necessary solution resolving such problems. Also such a constitutional amendment is expected
to play a positive role in the process of achieving the unification of Korea. The example of
Germany clearly shows the importance of decentralization in the process of achieving German
unification. It is hoped that a constitutional amendment focusing on decentralization should be

made to meet the aspirations of the whole nation.
Keywords : Decentralization, Constitutional Amendment, the Power of the Local Entity, the

right to Self-Government, Demonstrating the Principle of Subsidiarity, Ensuring Local Finance

Autonomy
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